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As you know, I have been working on a law to give parents the right to sue for damages (money) if their adult child goes to therapy and then cuts off relations with the parents.  Currently, parents have no right to sue for this malpractice because the parents are not the patient and suing for malpractice is a patient’s right.  What the courts fail to realize is that patients in “recovered memory therapy” are not in their right mind and do not even realize the damage being done to themselves and their families.

Our problem has been the concern of the courts over the patient’s right to privacy regarding their therapy.  This means that parents have no access to treatment records and, as a result, are unable to obtain the evidence of malpractice needed to proceed in court.

The law which I have drafted, “The Illinois Family Recovery Act,” provides that parents may employ a psychiatrist or licensed clinical psychologist, who, with the concurrence of a judge, may examine the patient’s treatment records to determine whether the therapist has been using methods which may lead to the creation of false memories.  If it is determined that the therapist has used such methods, the parents’ case may then go to trial.

Our major problem will be the reaction of the Illinois Psychiatric Association, the Illinois Psychological Association, the American Medical Association and the Social Workers Association to legislation which may put their members in jeopardy.  We will have much work to do, therefore, either to modify our proposed legislation sufficiently that some of the Associations will not oppose it (which may make it useless for our purpose) or try to get sufficient political pressure generated in favor of our bill that opposition by the associations won’t matter.  

It will take great conviction and courage for a legislator to vote for our bill against threats of political retaliation by the associations.  If you were a legislator, you would have to believe mightily in the cause of these poor parents before you dared cast such a vote.  To convince legislators of the imperative need for this law is your job.  If every legislator knows the terrible story of every FMS parent in their district, we will have a chance.  If, when the time comes for it, every friend and every neighbor of every FMS parent writes or calls their legislators to urge passage of our law, we will have an even better chance.

But you must start now.  You need to tell your family’s story to everyone you know.  I believe that most people reason that if you’re not trying to hide something, you must not be guilty.  If you don’t know your daughter’s therapist by name, there is a reason for it.  Maybe she’s feeling guilty.  She must not be allowed to hide her crime but she certainly will if you don’t blow the whistle.  If you don’t know her name, just refer to her as your “daughter’s therapist.”  Most people think therapists are capable and sincere.  You know that some are not.  Tell people.  As W.C. Fields once said, “Deny the allegation and shoot the allegator!”

These are formidable tasks but every formidable task is composed of a lot of little jobs and little jobs are doable if we just begin.  How can we even face each other if we don’t at least try?
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What Can You Do?
September 1, 1999

Dear Friends,

GOD DOES ANSWER PRAYERS!  Jerry & Nickie Bishop (Indiana) e-mail:  After more than 7 years, our accusing daughter found out we had E-mail and sent us a greeting card for Thanksgiving last November.  We have been exchanging E-mail messages since then.  We talked about different things, such as weather, illnesses, what was new with the extended family but never mentioned anything about her accusations or about Repressed Memory Therapy.  We didn't want to rush things and felt that she would mention it when she was ready.  This past Monday, she called us and told us that she had made a big mistake in accusing her father and that she is now convinced that he had not molested her after all.  In a beautiful greeting card she E-mailed us 2 days later, entitled FORGIVENESS, she wrote: "I now realize in my heart that I made a terrible mistake - I accused the wrong man for the pain I endured years ago.  Although I still have a lot of unanswered questions, I hope you forgive me and we can go on."  We really believe in the power of prayers, even though at times, we admit, we wondered if this day would ever come.  PRAISE THE LORD, IT HAS FINALLY COME.

Another of our FMS parents writes:  Dave, Just a few thoughts we talked about this a.m.   The pamphlets from Pam's office are a means of spreading information about FMS...Anyone can carry these free pamphlets in a coat pocket or purse to leave in Dr.'s offices, libraries, book stores, dressing rooms at dept. stores, grocery stores.  They can be left anonymously.  It's certainly one way that every parent and/or family member who has lost a loved one to FMS can help to combat this evil.  Passing these pamphlets around and prayer are two things all of us can do to help.... God Bless!  Kris

Two weeks ago, Carole Ann and I drove to Springfield where we met Paul [image: image3.jpg]


Cerniglia, a dapper 80 year old FMS father who said we could use his name.  Paul had made an appointment for us to talk to Representatives Randall Poe and Gwenn Klingler.  Gwen was not able to keep her appointment with us but we had a very good discussion with Rep. Poe who told us that his best friend had also lost a daughter to FMS.  We gave Rep. Poe pamphlets, brochures, videotapes and a copy of our proposed legislation, one set for him and one set to pass along to Rep.. Klingler.  We plan to return to Springfield to talk with Rep. Klingler as soon as another appointment can be set.

Since I reported the above information by e-mail to some of our members, I have had offers of appointments to be set by them with representatives they know personally.  If you are on speaking terms with a state legislator, please let me know and we will go together to tell our stories and ask their help.  That sure beats sitting around feeling sorry for ourselves.

Sincerely,
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David P. Hunter

d9it@aol.com
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