[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



[image: image3.jpg]


August                    IMPACT      2003

Information Medium for Parents Against Cruel Therapy 
Write to her in August

A knowledgeable retractor once told me that August is the month that therapists go on vacation and to therapy seminars.  She therefore recommends this month as the best time to write to our daughters and not get backlash from their therapists.  Retractors also tell us that mothers who write to their accusing daughters have a better chance of reconciling with them.  Understandable, since mother is seldom the “abuser.”

A Mother Writes

Hello Dave… I have been to your website and reading your newsletter for maybe 7-8 months.

I went to Barnes and Noble book store and found 2 copies of  “The Courage to Heal.”  I inserted the CAUTION sheet (you) sent with (your) PACT letter.  I also put it in their workbook.

I also sent a letter, 4 different times, to “The Hartford Courant” a Connecticut newspaper, about recovered memories, but they didn’t print it. - Therese Caron, MA  (Therese is a good example of  an active PACT member.  She also wrote letters to Illinois Governor Rod Blagojevich)

Strange but True

A Canadian member, who desires anonymity for a very good reason, has pointed out a strange fact: Broken bones get X-rayed;  Blood tests are given for suspected infections;  Fingerprints and DNA tests reveal the truth of criminal accusations; yet, where abuse by others is the suspected cause of mental illness, no checks are made with those allegedly responsible for the disorder.  Conversely, there is a presumption that the claims of the patient, or the guesses of the therapist, are accurate, and decisions are made on those bases alone.  That means without independent, impartial examination.  For parents, this is devastating.  It’s an obvious case of  "Don't confuse me with facts -- my mind's made up."

 Where allegations of family abuse are made, treatment givers must be legally required to immediately contact the alleged offenders with a view to obtaining the information which only they can provide.  With the proliferation of false accusations against parents, and the resultant destruction of familes, it is imperative that those accused be invited into the process, at least to confirm or deny the accuracy of the allegations.  No parents would refuse such an invitation if it could conceivably mean the recovery of their children to full mental health.

 When we, fathers and mothers, are thought responsible for the condition of our children, of any age, information which we can give must be considered in decisions concerning their health care.  To do otherwise robs us of the right to speak in our own defense and, worse, condemns our children to a life apart from the greatest source of support, emotional, physical, and financial, that they will likely ever have.

From Australia

[image: image4.wmf]Grace McAllister, editor of the Australian False Memory Association, writes: “We have something to report – a visit to the Acting Director of Mental Health and the presentation of our submission.  She seemed to bat everything back – the Devil’s advocate in person.  It’s just too hard for them, I think.

We were pleased though when a call came from the Shadow Health Minister saying he wanted to see us.  So we went yesterday and got a very good hearing.  He gave us ideas for strategies not previously tried.”

Soap for skeeter bites

Last week, my cousin reminded me that our grandmother had said that, to take the itch out of a mosquito bite, wet a bar of soap and rub it on.  As it happened, I had a bite that was really itching, so I tried the soap and, whattya know?  It worked better than any commercial remedy I’ve used.  It’s cheaper too! - Dave
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Dear Friends,

I would like to here highlight the work of Frank Kane who lives in Acton Massachusetts.  Frank is a retired financial manager for GTE Sylvania.  He and his wife, Bernice, are the volunteer FMS contacts for Massachusetts.

In September, 1991, his daughter, Maura, was living at home when he received an accusatory letter from her under pressure from a Social Worker/Christian therapist.  In October he confronted the therapist with hard information on FMS.  His daughter quit that therapist, after she told Maura  "Maybe he didn't do anything, after all."  Fourteen months later, Frank discovered and joined the FMS Foundation.

In April, 1993, Maura's pastor and wife preached about FMS and met, in a kind of 'cult-deprogramming' session, with Maura, and she "came out of it!"

From August, 1993 until January, 1994, Frank worked as a volunteer at the FMS Foundation in Philadelphia, living with FMS families in the area.  It was a very busy time in Philadelphia with the Donahue Show (3 retractors) and Ann Landers' columns questioning FMS and RMT therapy.  At that time there was a huge jump in folks contacting and joining FMSF.   In one day alone, they received nearly 700 calls from people who saw the Donahue Show and in less than 24 hours, they sent out over 600 'basic packets' to those people.

In March, 1994, Frank and Maura went on “Boston Common,” a local Boston TV discussion program to talk about  FMS.

From January, 1995 to September, 1996 Frank worked at the FMSF office in Philadelphia as Director of Operations, concentrating on business systems.  From 1997-1998, he filled in for Joe deRivera as Mass. FMS contact, while Joe was on sabbatical.  He helped Carol Hopkins organize a rally in Harvard Square to sign petitions to free Gerald Amirault and keep Cheryl Amirault out of prison, and marched on Governor Weld's Mansion.  He held a Good Friday Vigil and March from the Souzas' church to their house and there conducted a petition-signing.  He attended appeal hearings for Cheryl Amirault LeFave and for the Souzas.

In early 2002, he became the treasurer for a new non-profit organization, The National Center for Reason and Justice, actively advocating, for Gerald Amirault, Bernard Baran, Bruce Clairmont, Robert Halsey, Bruce Perkins, and Fran and Dan Keller.  Their objective is to educate people about these injustices and serve as a conduit for their defense funds.  Frank regularly visits Gerald Amirault in prison. Please visit http://www.ncrj.org/ for more information on The National Center for Reason and Justice.
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By comparison with Frank, I do nothing.


Sincerely,
David P. Hunter




Pass it on! 
2511 Bedford Drive




Share IMPACT 

Champaign, IL 61820-7726



with a friend.

888-663-2191
(Toll free)





d9it@earthlink.net 




Then have them visit angryparents.net for an overview.

Download some brochures from our website, print them and put them in your local library.
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