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June            IMPACT         2003

Information Medium for Parents Against Cruel Therapy

What are YOU doing?

A year ago last November, I wrote  about what some False Memory Syndrome parents were doing to help in the war against FMS.  Last week I was reminded of something that two of those parents were doing in Minnesota.  Dan and Joan Schmitz go into bookstores, move destructive books like The Courage to Heal from shelves marked “Self-help” and “Psychology” and put them on shelves marked “Fiction.” They put good FMS books on tables just inside the front door, where a (now) retractor had found one and credited Joan with saving her life.  They also put a special insert into copies of  The Courage to Heal which they find there.  With their kind permission, I have made some minor modifications to their insert and attached or enclosed it with this IMPACT.

You are hereby authorized and encouraged to make copies and put them in The Courage to Heal books in your area.

Some of the other FMS parents who carry on the fight are as follow, although what I report here is only a tiny sample of what they have done and are doing. 

[image: image2.wmf]Mary Mewes in Illinois tells me that she has printed 10 of last month’s warning posters and will put them up.

Malcolm Paix in Queensland, Australia, has convinced the owners of second hand bookstores to not carry The Courage to Heal.

Adriaan Mak in Ontario adriaanjwmak@rogers.com, and Herman Ohme in Texas ohme@sbcglobal.net, collect news stories of interest and email them to FMS parents all over the world.  I am sure they would be happy to put you on their emailing lists if you asked.

Grace McAllister in Victoria, Australia serves as secretary of the Australian False Memory Association and publishes their newsletter.

Karen Johnson in Missouri has lobbied legislators in her state and chaired the St. Louis FMS Association.

Attorney Martha Churchill in Michigan, sister of an accuser, has made videos with retractors, distributed flyers, spoken at FMS meetings and gone underground into meetings of recovered memory therapists.

Lloyd Corney in British Columbia lost family, home and pension to false accusations of abuse, now lobbies Canadian politicians, maintains an informative website, and distributes brochures at every opportunity.

Claudette Grieb in Ontario has been talking, writing and fighting Canadian bureaucrats tooth and toenail for a very long time.

Carol Koscielny in Ohio publishes the Ohio FMS newsletter.  She and her husband Bob have worked against recovered memory practice since it started.

Paula Messina in California has copied and distributed brochures and picketed her daughter’s therapist.

Tom and Joyce Rutherford in Missouri have made videotapes and given talks on FMS for years.

Paula Tyroler in Ontario writes letters to the editor and lobbies politicians and bureaucrats.

Mattie Zimmerman in Illinois donates good FMS books to libraries and has written informative letters to church leaders about FMS.

These are only a few of the many heroes who fight the bad therapy claiming the minds of their children and siblings.  Each of them also do much more than I have described, and none more than Pamela Freyd in Pennsylvania who has devoted her life to it.

So I ask again, what are YOU doing?  Are you telling people about FMS in your service club, your church, your town?

Another Resource

There is a new link on our angryparents.net website.  Look on the left side, down low, and you will find a link that says: Brochures you can distribute or post. Click on that to see several flyers, brochures or posters that you can download, print, and use in your community to wake people up to the threat to their own families.

Dear Friends,

IMPACT is no longer free.  Sending IMPACT to people who are sad, sorry, secretive, and secluded helps nobody.  I do not want just readers, I want members of PACT who are helping.  Membership will be yours if you send at least $10 per calendar year, or fight actively in the war on FMS and tell me about it from time to time.  If you have done neither so far in 2003, this is your last issue.  There are hundreds of FMS parents and siblings who are working constantly to inform the public and policy makers, and to stop the destruction of families by preventing the spread of FMS to more young women.  Included in this “helping” group, are lawyers, or other professionals, who give free advice to PACT and our members, and people who have made outstanding contributions in the past.

Heretofore, I have posted IMPACT on the Internet at our angryparents.net site, and allowed certain designated members to forward it to people on their mailing lists.  But no more.

The reasons for this are that I want a direct, personal relationship with all of you, and I intend to send IMPACT only to those people who I know are contributing in some way to the war on “therrorpy.”  I put a good deal of work into this newsletter, and I like to think that all who read it are helping in some material way as well.  If you have, up to this time, obtained IMPACT from the angryparents archive, or forwarded from someone other than me, and you still want to receive it, let me know by writing, sending an email, or calling.  I reply to every email and letter that I receive.

There are two problems with the war on FMS, which tend to make it a “sitzkrieg” instead of a “blitzkrieg.”  First there is the patient’s legal right to confidentiality, behind which therapists hide what they have done, and second is the need, felt by some, not to let anyone know that they have been accused, albeit falsely.  God forbid that any FMS parent should know any other FMS parent’s last name!  These two problems create a stumbling block for those who might otherwise be able to fight in court, and paralysis among those who might otherwise do anything at all.  This amounts to a pervasive atmosphere of secrecy surrounding our whole endeavor, a “cult of confidentiality.”  How in the name of common sense can you not tell anybody, yet hope to get the word out?  Any falsely accused person who keeps it quiet only helps their accuser by continuing to act guilty. 

Over the past four and a half years, I have suggested many things that you can do in the fight against FMS.  I have reported on what other members have been doing to make a difference.  If you can’t think of anything that you yourself might do, please call me and I will try to help.  I love hearing from you.  It restoreth my soul.

Sincerely,
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David P. Hunter




Pass it on!

2511 Bedford Drive




Share IMPACT 

Champaign, IL 61820-7726



with a friend.

888-663-2191
(Toll free)





d9it@earthlink.net 




Then have them visit angryparents.net for an overview.

False Memory Syndrome: A debilitating psychological disease spread by therapists
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