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Information Medium for Parents Against Cruel Therapy

Does This Belong to You?

A reader in Illinois directed me to this picture of a girl and said that she might be the missing child of one of our FMS parents.  She said, further, that the girl calls herself Tia, claims to be 18 and has multiple personality disorder.  My source says also that she is something of a troublemaker.  If you think you may know who this girl belongs to, please let me know and I will try to find her parents and let them know where she is.

From personal acquaintance with parents who have lost contact with adult children, I know the devastation and heartache that this needless separation can cause.

For anyone who had lost touch with an adult child and would like to locate them, please let me know.  I have several resources by which we can try to find them.

[image: image1.wmf]Jane Prendergast of Englewood, NJ has written a play about FMS to be presented to audiences in that city this spring.  I think this is an outstanding example of what an FMS parent can do, even after her accusing daughter has returned.  This is not a story about their family.

MONSTERS

Before her suicide, Susan recovered memories of being raped. She confronted and accused her father.  Now, her parents are suing Susan’s therapist. They claim the memories are false and were induced in her by deadly therapy.

The theme of MONSTERS is the malleability of memory and love.  The play takes place entirely in the courtroom.

Characters

Susan, (Accusing daughter) ................………...age 24

Helen Gorman, lawyer for the defense.female,  age 30

Bob & Jenny, Susan’s Parents......................…..age 47

Aglaia Costas, lawyer for plaintiff….....female, age 28

Judge Reimer.............................................male, age 60

Harriet Becker, Susan’s therapist.............…...…age 60

Steve, Susan’s boyfriend...........................….….age 24

First Offstage Voice*.............................female, age 28

Second Offstage Voice*.........................female, age 28

Act I
A courtroom, paneled in dark mahogany. The judge’s bench is on a platform, upstage slightly to the right of center. angled towards the audience. The witness box (to stage right of the bench) is on a lower platform.   A low railing at the edge of the apron indicates that the audience is seated in the jury box.  A few chairs are placed in rows downstage left, for witnesses and the two lawyers.  Tables are placed for the attorneys’ use. An open coffin lies in front of the witness box on a low trestle just high enough so that it can be

seen over the railing.  SUSAN is lying in the coffin, her hands folded across her chest.

GORMAN, JENNY and BOB enter from stage left.  GORMAN is carrying a briefcase.  She is dressed in a corporate pants suit. and talking animatedly to JENNY and BOB, particularly to BOB.  She gives the impression that she has had too much coffee or too little coke.  JENNY is well-preserved but has overdressed for the court appearance, in a long skirt and sweater with too much jewelry.  She’s obviously nervous.  BOB is more angry than nervous.  He’s wearing a sports jacket and slacks.GORMAN - Because my company only settles before trial..  I tell you straight, like I’d tell my own kids: be smart and take the settlement.

JENNY - I don’t think we should be talking to you without our lawyer present.

GORMAN - If she’s got your interests at heart, she’ll tell you just like me -  take the settlement, buy yourselves a Mercedes.  Take a month in Tahiti.

JENNY - A month in Tahiti?  My daughter’s dead!

GORMAN - Sorry.  I know it’s emotional for you.  The case - the trial - isn’t about emotion, it’s about cash.  If you take the settlement, you’ll see some.  You can make her a memorial.  Maybe name a scholarship...

BOB - We’re not taking any settlement that comes with a gag order.

GORMAN - [pouncing]   Oh?  Why’s that? 

JENNY - We want...people to know...what we went through.  So they’ll be warned.  So it won’t happen again to anyone.

GORMAN - My client’s been through the wringer, too.  She’s even lost some clients. She doesn’t need to see this mess rehashed on television talk shows.

COSTAS, the plaintiff’s lawyer, enters from stage right, passing SUSAN’s coffin.  She pauses by the coffin for a few seconds, looking at SUSAN and then walks straight to GORMAN.

COSTAS - Anything you have to say to my clients, you can say through me.

GORMAN - Right - right!  I’ll say it once again!  Medical Partners is willing to settle more than generously for a case in which tort, duty and standard of care are [makes dismissive wave of hand] pfft!.  I sent the offer to you and to them.  So?

COSTAS - So? We go to trial.

BAILIFF’S VOICE (offstage)
 All rise and remain standing until the judge is seated.

JUDGE REIMER enters robed from stage right.  He is a small man with glasses.  A horrendous tie can be glimpsed at the collar of his robe, which is open.  He sits quickly at the judge’s bench, raps his gavel.   Be seated, please.
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Anyone who would like to read the rest of Jane Prendergast’s fascinating work may email me and I will send the entire play by return email.
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David P. Hunter




Pass it on!

2511 Bedford Drive




Share IMPACT 
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with a friend.

888-663-2191
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d9it@earthlink.net 




Then have them visit angryparents.net for an overview.

False Memory Syndrome: A debilitating psychological disease spread by therapists
1

