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Australian False Memory Association Meets

[image: image4.wmf][image: image5.wmf]We left Los Angeles International Airport at midnight, roaring up into the black sky as the city lights receded behind us.  Six miles above the Pacific Ocean, the unremitting growl of four huge jet engines shove 200 people, bags and baggage, through the darkness, past Hawaii, down across the equator, beyond the International Date Line for 8,000 miles, and fourteen very long, tiresome hours. The sky begins to brighten, engines now whining, we glide to a screeching thump at Melbourne on the Southern tip of the great island of Australia.

After baggage claim and screening, we are greeted warmly by our hosts, Grace and Keith McAllister.  We are not allowed to sleep until it is night again in Australia, or drowsy days will follow. 

In the morning, we tour Melbourne, an astonishingly beautiful and modern coastal city, astride the Yarra River, with three million friendly, helpful people driving on the left, a spring chill in the air, unusual trees, shrubs and birds, and flowers everywhere.

There were 40 in attendance the next day at the Australian False Memory Association meeting in the most modern and impressive Holiday Inn that I have ever seen.  A helpful and well-trained staff saw to our every need.  In the morning session, Dr. Yolanda Lucire, a forensic psychiatrist in private practice in New South Wales and overseas, gave us a very complete history on sexual abuse allegations.  She also told us which “professionals” espouse what goofy theories, when, where, and who has been disciplined, or lost huge damage awards.

After lunch, I conducted information-sharing exercises on efforts to retrieve accusing daughters, ways to inform the public, and methods for publicizing the work of recovered memory therapists.  Our audience was attentive, appreciative, enthusiastic.  Everyone asked if this was our first trip to Australia, how long we were staying, and whether we might come again.  Are they interested in more tourism?
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What we saw was a beautiful country of very friendly people, with a sly Aussie humor, eager to please in every way.  Instead of “Good for you,” Australians say “Good on ya!”  They will forever remain in our hearts.
Dear Friends,

Over two hundred people attended the FMS Foundation/Illinois-Wisconsin FMS Society meeting October 5th and 6th in Glenview, Illinois.  The Theme was Family Reconciliation: Where Do We Go From Here?  Information and ideas were shared, friendships established, and friendships renewed.

The list of excellent speakers included Harold Lief, Elizabeth Loftus, Paul McHugh, William Smoler, Herzl Spiro, Gary Almy, Terence Campbell, Carol Marks, Carol North, Mark Pendergrast, Mary Kay Pribyl, and Paul Simpson.
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But to my mind, the real heroes of this war, in addition to retractors, are the women who actively support accused husbands, some in prison, and also fight the battle for public understanding.

Here are some helpful spam-fighting tips from the Federal Trade Commission: 


Avoid displaying your email address in public, including in newsgroups, chat rooms, Web sites and membership directories of online services.


Check a Web site's privacy policy before submitting your address. The policy may allow the company to share your address with third parties. Consider opting out of this provision or not submitting your address at all.


Consider using two email addresses - one for personal messages, one for news​groups and chat rooms.


Choose a unique email address. A com​mon name such as "jdoe" may get more spam than something like "jd51xOfoe," though the unique address may be more difficult to remember.


Use an email filter. Many service providers offer free tools to filter out spam or channel it into a bulk email folder. Others are available for purchase.


Report spam to the Federal Trade Com​mission by sending the entire message, includ​ing the full header, to uce@ftc.gov. 


Complain to your Internet service provider's abuse desk and to the sender's ISP.


Be wary. Don't believe promises from strangers. Be skeptical of money-making opportunities.
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