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Laura Davis Website

Some of you must be wholly convinced by now that I an consorting (or would that be cavorting?) with the enemy.  The fact is that Laura Davis, co-author of “The Courage to Heal” has written a book that could materially help many accusers to return to their families, and that is good.  There are many women out there who will hang on Laura’s every word, so they will surely read her new book and recommend it to their friends.

That is very good news.  Now, here is some more: Laura has established a website http://www.LauraDavis.net at which you can sign up for free monthly emails from her.  I signed up, as much out of curiosity as anything, and here is what I got:

THE OBSTACLES TO RECONCILIATION 

There are three main obstacles to reconciliation: pride, anger, and fear. Pride because we insist on being right. We don't want to acknowledge the fact that something we did—or didn't do—might have played a part in the estrangement. We want to blame the other person. We expect them to make the first move. Other times, the fact that we were wronged has become an essential part of our identity and we're not ready or willing to give it up. 

Anger because bad things happened to us. We were hurt; we were lied to. Someone did us wrong. And yes, anger is a natural response to injustice. When we're treated unfairly, fury is a natural reaction. Yet even justifiable outrage has limits; it can motivate us to end damaging relationships and protect ourselves from further harm, but it can also override feelings of vulnerability, tenderness, and love. The same anger that empowers us can eventually begin to consume us. There's a time when it's right to let it go. 

The third obstacle is fear. When we reach out to someone we've been estranged from, there's no telling what the response is going to be. Reconciliation and risk go hand in hand. 

Fear keeps us from softening our hearts: we don't want to be judged, invalidated or hurt again. But fear doesn't have to stop us. When you decide to call your sister for the first time in ten years, you're going to be shaking and sweaty and scared, but you can do it anyway. You're trembling and your knees are weak, but you can still pick up the phone. 
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Vivian and her sister Rachel, who are now close, were estranged for almost twenty years. Differing lifestyles, a family history of poverty and separation, and poor communication skills kept them apart. Now that they have reconciled, Vivian recalls their years of estrangement with immense sadness. "Looking back, it all seems so petty and silly, but you could never have told me that at the time. I was just too angry; I was convinced that I was right and that Rachel was wrong. As far as I was concerned, she had gone over the deep end and I wanted nothing to do with her. But now I see that our estrangement lasted too damn long. Because of pride and anger, we lost a lot of years." 

Dear Friends,

Carole Ann and I will be leaving for Australia on the 19th of October, this year, where I will speak in Melbourne at the Australian False Memory Association’s annual general meeting.  My talk will be centered on what individual FMS parents can do to promote the fight against "recovered memory" therapy and its practitioners.  The meeting is scheduled for the 26th of October and information on it can be obtained from Grace McAllister at juneth@mira.net if you have a computer.  Otherwise you may write to her at 21 Beaver Street, East Malvern, Victoria, 3145 Australia.  Carole Ann and I will stop over in Hawaii for 5 days on the return trip and be back home by the 11th of November.   IMPACT will continue.

Several days ago, I had lunch with Dr. Suzanne Harris here in Champaign.  She is president of the Champaign Area Psychological Association and was prompt in listing her credentials for me.  She also admitted to being a feminist and was kind enough to advise me that I knew nothing about psychology because I was not a PhD.  She knew my accusing daughter’s therapist and thought she was a wonderful counselor.  She “knows” that therapeutic counseling has improved immensely over the last few years and that there are almost no problems in it anymore.  I mentioned that some practitioners at Carle Hospital locally use “touch therapy” wherein the “therapist” moves her hands over the body of the client without touching and, in effect, “draws out the bad karma”.  Dr. Sue said that touch therapy is very effective in helping people.  But a semi-retired surgeon friend of mine who works at Carle, Dr. Curtis Krock, MD (Father of Eric Krock, whom most of us know) says it is bogus.  I guess as long as people will pay for placebos, some practitioners will proudly prescribe them.

On a happier note, I received the following e-mail from our good friend Kathy Begert in Ohio:

     Dear Dave,  We (EducationPlus+, a small, non-profit, loosely organized group of people interested in educating professionals about memory and false accusations of child sexual abuse) have sponsored 3 successful conferences, at University of Vermont, Carnegie Mellon University, and University of Western Ontario, offering CE's for psychologists, social workers, and attorneys.  We have others scheduled at University of Washington, Boston University, and Baylor and are planning others in US and Canada.   The conferences have been excellent, with some of the Foundation's most knowledgeable Scientific Board members and other members as speakers.   

     We need funds for flyer printing and mailing costs.   Would you please consider donating?   (Checks can be made payable to EducationPlus+).  Thank you!   I  would be happy to answer any questions you may have.      

    Kathy Begert, EducationPlus+, 1134 Rathburn Road, Wooster, OH  44691, 1-330-263-7798

We were glad to make a contribution for this very worthwhile effort, and I would encourage anyone who has more than enough to live on to do the same.  Most Sincerely,


David P. Hunter

2511 Bedford Drive

Champaign, IL 61820

888-663-2191

d9it@aol.com
Please ask all your friends and relatives to visit our website at www.agryparents.net where they can learn of the problem in which we are embroiled, and what can also happen to their families.  If knowledge is power, ignorance invites disaster.  Ask any dead smoker.
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