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Opportunity For Us?

Laura Davis, co-author of The Courage to Heal has written a new book titled I Thought We’d Never Speak Again – the Road from Estrangement to Reconciliation.  For people we call “accusers,” and she calls “victims,” this book looks at reconciliation from every conceivable angle.  It details the benefits and lists the steps for any who may be interested.  I like to think that I am a fairly good writer, but I am not nearly as good as Laura Davis.  She is expert.

While Ellen Bass did not co-author this book, she did cooperate in its writing.  Like The Courage to Heal, the new book also includes personal accounts by many other people, telling their stories and expressing their attitudes.  Similarly it includes many of the same terms, such as “validate,” “survivor,” “healing,” and “perpetrators,” and it never considers the possibility of a false memory.  It also frequently refers to lesbian relationships and people of Jewish descent, as these seem to make up a large part of her acquaintance.
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One remarkable difference between these two books is in Laura’s portraits.  She appears to go from spikey-haired lesbian-feminist activist to a softer, more mature woman.  The temper of her new book seems to have changed also, from accusative and combative to open and gentle, and it leads the reader to focus more on the future and less on the past. 

While her writing is addressed to  “victims,” I found its soft, conciliatory tone to be very easy to read, quite relaxing even.  But some of the personal accounts which she included were not as soft or conciliatory.  One in particular made me furious.  It involved a lesbian whose father had touched her inappropriately once when she was a young teenager.  Even though he confessed and apologized to her, she, as an 
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adult, humiliated and brow beat him in every way she could think of and steadfastly refused to forgive him or to soften in any way.  I had to remind myself that while this account was included by the author, these were not her words.

Her inclusion of stories about reconciliation between the children of Nazis and Jews, and Israelis and Palestinians, seemed to me unnecessary also.

What do I think is good about it?

Laura Davis writes in favor of understanding.  On page 55 there is a superb explanation of the way the generation gap affected our daughters.  She urges daughters to find common ground, and asks them to consider things from the other person’s perspective.  She says “The changes are going to have to happen inside of me,” and asks “What kind of person do I want to be?”  She asks the reader to think about “What I can do, instead of what was done to me.”

That it was Laura Davis who wrote this book should encourage accusers to read it.  In a pleasant, non-pushy way, she repeatedly and persistently talks about reconciliation.  Many times, she brings up the benefits of reconciliation.  Her use of the accuser’s jargon and the inclusion of sometimes negative accounts of other “victims,” ought to show accusers that she has not gone over to their parents side.

Laura Davis doesn’t make judgments for her reader.  She gives examples from life, and asks questions to make her reader think.  There is also an excellent summary and some very good review questions at the end of her book.

I am fairly well persuaded that most accusers who read this book will seriously consider reconciling with their parents.  A parent’s gift of this book would doubtless be suspect to an accusing daughter, but finding it in a nearby library or receiving it from a trusted friend or sibling might just get the ball rolling.

I Thought We’d Never Speak Again is available in bookstores and, for those with Internet connections, at www.amazon.com.  There may even be some used books there at reduced prices.  You might also ask bookstores in your area to display it next to The Courage to Heal.

I did find it disturbing that Ms. Davis did not speak in favor of forgiveness unless the accused parent confessed.  If I can accept that my daughter believes I assaulted her, why can’t she accept that I’m sure I didn’t?   The fact is that we are both right.  She has her “memories,” and so do I.

  Can we forgive Laura Davis without her confessing that she was wrong?  Maybe not, but we should at least be able to profit from a part of her work that could benefit us and our children.
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David P. Hunter

2511 Bedford Drive



Pass it on.

Champaign, IL 61820


   IMPACT a friend!

888-663-2191

d9it@aol.com

2

