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HAARLEM, The Netherlands
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Many Dutch therapists must have broken out in cold sweat when the Arnhem bench decided that practitioners have to pay when their actions cause damage to the reputations of third parties. 

The case involved a young woman from Druten who, because of mental problems, had sought therapy with a social worker and then “discovered” that she must have been abused by her parents. When she reported her claim, her parents were arrested and spent nineteen days in custody while being interrogated. The parents never recovered fully from that shock. 

The therapist had unconditionally accepted the client’s confabulations and moreover uncritically reinforced the incest fictions the client confabulated. Further he had behaved unprofessionally in causing his client to report the incest allegation. The Arnhem court held the therapist responsible for the damage the daughter had caused to her parents and ordered him to pay them 19,000 Euro. – Reported by Adriaan Mak, Ontario, Canada

Picketing her Therapist

Hi Dave,

I talked to my daughter yesterday. She wants me to stop picketing, said it's her town and her school and so on. She said she's thinking about moving away. I asked her how that would affect me since she's already out of my life. Told her the picketing was a separate issue, it's about warning others about this type of therapy.
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 She said we could get together for breakfast soon with my son and her and her boyfriend. Guess I'll compromise and not picket until I see if she actually does see me. I don't know if I'll stop picketing. I do want to meet with her and her boyfriend, if it's only once.  Hope all is well with you and yours,

Paula Messina, California

Ritual Abuse Information Site

My anonymous Arkansas buddy suggested I visit http://www.vuw.ac.nz/psyc/lakeSRA/TITLE.HTM
This is a well researched and well presented Internet site.  I think you will find it interesting.  The author is with Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand.

May We Help?
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We have some folks who have been successful in locating people who did not want to be located. If you would like to know the whereabouts of an adult child who is missing, call me with the information you have on that person and I will forward it to the leader of our Search Team.  If they are able to locate the person you’re inquiring about, I will send that information back to you right away. – Dave

To her daughter’s clinic:

“You stated, that the board is satisfied that (your organization) does not, nor have you ever practised Recovered Memory Therapy…

Mr. Charette, I could go on and on regarding this five-page evaluation, however, it will be for a court to decide on the extent of negligence committed by your centre and it’s affiliates…

When, first my husband, then I, was accused of incest/sexual abuse by my daughter, which was promoted by your dangerous therapy, it was suggested, that if I did not agree, I was in “deep denial”.

I find it terribly ironic, that it is now your centre and all it’s affiliates to now be in “deep denial”.

If you find this communication to have caused you terrible concern and depression, might I suggest that you go for counselling and take the advise of your own that was given to my daughter to seclude yourself in a closet, wrapped in a blanket holding a Teddy Bear, and to get in touch with the LITTLE ONE inside you. You may find that YOUR parents were incestuous and abusive.” – Claudette Grieb, Ontario, Canada
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Dear Friends:

Because of well-rehearsed catch phrases and other accusative jargon of the Recovered Memory trade like “You know what you did” and “You’re in denial,” most parents feel they are unprepared for debate with their accusing child or her therapist, even if the opportunity were to present itself.

In order that you might be better equipped for such an event or for some other argument, foreign or domestic, I would like to share with you some techniques I learned during my years in sales.  We might call these ideas “applied psychology.”

First, although we tend to express ourselves with statements, a question is the more powerful instrument.  Statements are weaker because they do not require a particular answer.  It is human nature to compare another person’s statement with what we believe and to express disagreement if we don’t think it fits.  But when you ask someone a question, and they answer, there is no disagreement.

When we are asked a question, we normally answer with a statement.  Our statement can prompt another question.  Another statement, another question, and so on as the questioner leads us through subject matter of his choosing.  Your own carefully chosen questions can actually lead a correspondent around to your way of thinking, but if her beliefs are closely held, it will not be without a struggle.  Just remember though, not to fall into the trap of responding with statements about what you believe.  Try to use questions.

When you ask a question, your respondent must think for a moment.  This gives you time to prepare your next question, and so you may choose the direction of the conversation by choosing the questions that guide it.  In simple terms, your string of questions leads your correspondent around by the nose.  A string of statements would rarely accomplish that unless your correspondent was agreeable in the first place.

To be most effective, your questions should be “open” questions.  That is, they should not be answerable with one word.  “Do you believe in recovered memories?” can be answered with “Absolutely!” and that tends to end the conversation.  But “How can one find buried memories?” starts or continues conversation, which is our purpose.

Questions should not be asked in an aggressive or argumentative fashion, but with an air of innocence, like you really want to understand your correspondent and learn.  She will then be motivated to teach you her “truth.”  As you can see, this approach would be much more effective in developing and maintaining communication than would a flat statement.

If you are accused of “being in denial,” you might want to say, “I’m sorry, I’m not sure I understand.  Would you explain what you mean by that, please?” instead of “No, I’m not!”  The object is to draw your correspondent out into real communication instead of “No, I’m not!”  “Yes, you are!”  “No, I’m not!”

During these exchanges, it is important to control your emotions so you can prepare your next question.  Really, you should prepare and rehearse some questions ahead of time because you never know when you might have an opportunity to use them.  At the very least, you should be prepared to ask, “Why is that?”  To her response, you might say, “Gee, how does that happen?”  “Gosh, is that really so?”  “Have you ever seen these things for yourself?”  “Where did you hear that?”  “How could that be?”  “Why would anyone do that?”

If you lead someone along far enough, they may even begin to see for themselves how preposterous their original position was.  If you ask them “Have you ever read True Stories of False Memories?” they will probably have to admit their ignorance and say “No.”  Then you might ask “Do you think it’s possible for us to learn something from someone who has experienced that?”

Accusing children and their therapists are taught to avoid discussions with us.  Ask them a question and they will find it almost impossible not to answer.  Then ask another one.  “Would you like to have lunch?”
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David P. Hunter

2511 Bedford Drive



Pass it on!

Champaign, IL 61820



Share IMPACT

888-663-2191




with a friend

d9it@aol.com
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