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Another Win for Our Side!
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Herman Ohme, in Texas, emailed us that Attorney Skip Simpson just won a large settlement in Louisiana.

On February 1, 2002 after five days of trial, a Baton Rouge jury awarded Frances Kidd $182,516 for harm done in 1992 when the then 16 year old was a patient at Our Lady of the Lake Hospital. Ms. Kidd's parents had taken her there because she suffered from anorexia and depression. While in the hospital, Ms. Kidd, now 25 years old, came to believe that her father had abused her and that it would be dangerous for her to live with him.

Daniel Brown, Ph.D., the defense expert, testified that Ms. Kidd was not harmed at the hospital, but he failed to convince the jury. The jury believed John Cannell, M.D., the expert for Ms. Kidd, who explained the history of false memories. 

Attorneys for Frances Kidd were Skip Simpson and Jerry Meek of Simpson and Meek, P.C., in Dallas, TX and also Wade Webster, of Middleburg Riddle and Gianna in New Orleans, LA

A Mother Finds her Daughter

“I got into Google.com on the Internet and found my daughter by typing in her name and city.  She is a member of a Raw Foods Community.  Her birthday was listed too.  Really neat!  I also got into the member directory and found her e-mail address, but I don't use it.  We should save it for an emergency.  I also found her telephone number.  The group has 50 members.  It sounds like she is still looking for a cure for her alcoholism. I plugged her telephone number into white pages but I think it is unlisted.  They had nothing there.  She does not give an address for the group.  At least it is a fairly neutral group and is not a recovered memory group.” – Janet MacDonald, Massachusetts.

A Dad gets his Daughter Back

 “Our friend, Bill (not his real name) paid for his wife to go to college to study social work. She learned all about recovered memory. She then went to work at a therapy clinic, fell in love with the director and asked Bill for a divorce. He moved out and left her the house.  Then she persuaded their son and daughter (in their early twenties) to go for therapy. Soon the daughter accused Bill of childhood abuse and took him to court.  He was acquitted.  The judge, at the end of his statement, said “Recovered memory is an out and out crock.”  Three or four years went by. Bill found a new significant other. Then he decided to phone his daughter. He figured he had nothing to lose. He said to her “Becky (not her real name), this has gone on long enough. We need to get together.” A bit of silence at the other end, then she said “Where would you like to meet?” Bill replied “I’ll be at MacDonald’s at 10:30” They met, had a good chat, mainly about Becky's plans for the future, then they went for lunch and talked some more, but not much about the recovered memories. Now they are on good terms. Bill’s son is still out in the cold, but he will probably get the message soon. 

So things do sometimes work out. It’s just very hard for the parents to know what course to take.”

- Ethel Hunter, Ontario.

Rebuffed, but Still Fighting

“Hi Dave, Saw my daughter last week. She parks her car at her therapist's office.  I went over and asked if we could say hi, she had a speech ready. "This isn't the way to get what you want, you're pushing me farther away."

 What's new? No matter what I do it's the wrong thing. I sent a letter to the new Bishop yesterday along with some information about RMT. Who knows, maybe he'll get involved. (Her) therapist is an Episcopal Priest. We're getting to know the police in the neighborhood where we picket. They told us they called into the station before talking to us to see if there had been any complaints. None so far.  Darn.  Everyone we've come in contact with so far is really nice.” - Paula Messina, California.
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Dear Friends,

Here is some good news in the form of two books, which may be useful in trying to get an estranged accuser to return.

Family Therapist Monica McGoldrick is the author ​of You Can Go Home Again – Reconnecting with Your Family.  She says that there's a high emotional price for maintaining a “non-relationship” and that severed family ties cannot be replaced by lovers, friends or work.

“No matter how old we are, no matter how distant emotionally or physically, we seem unable to get away from the importance of family.  These relationships are the most important in life, yet how often we fail to connect with family members; we cannot find the door that opens up communication.  Some may say that it does not matter if we never loved parents or siblings, or they us, but it does matter.”  

“Not to be in contact with your parents is an intense experience because deep down you cannot help longing for something more gratifying.  The same is true of siblings.  If two sisters do not speak for forty years, each experiences a profound loss.”

A decade ago, some therapists advised breaking away from families that were “toxic.” Today, it's believed that it's best to stay connected, unless a family is very dysfunctional or abusive. – Recommended by Karen Johnson, Missouri.

SURPRISE!

Laura Davis, co-author with Ellen Bass of “The Courage to Heal,” has written a book “I Thought We’d Never Speak Again – The Road from Estrangement to Reconciliation” to go on sale March 26, 2002.

Advertising her book on her own website, http://lauradavisbooks.com/, Ms. Davis says:

“This inspiring book, filled with powerful first-person stories, teaches us how to make peace in relationships that have ended because of anger, betrayal, or misunderstanding. Whether you have a sister you no longer speak to, an adult child you wish you knew, a parent you long to connect with, a friendship gone sour, or a desire to make peace with your enemy, this book will give you a rich array of tools for repairing damaged relationships.”

I suppose we can hope.

News of this book came from Debbie Kuberski in California, who had heard of it in an email from Janet MacDonald in Massachusetts, who found it on the Internet. 

To get your daughter to read either of these books, you may want to have someone else give them to her.

Best wishes,

David P. Hunter

2511 Bedford Drive

Champaign, IL 61820

888-663-2191

d9it@aol.com
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