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Illinois-Wisconsin

FMS Society met in Milwaukee on 22 April where Dr. Larry K        , a clinical psychologist, told us about his father who is in prison, falsely accused and convicted because of false memories.  In order to be considered for parole, the father has to agree to psychotherapy.  The prison-appointed therapist tries to get him to admit guilt.  Because the father is innocent, he refuses.  Because he refuses, the therapist reports that he is not cooperating.  Because of that, he will not get probation.  Catch 22, or American Inquisition?
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A Wisconsin grandmother opened our eyes to the fact that grandparents DO have rights.  For example; Illinois Public Act 91-0610 says, in part: “The court may grant reasonable visitation privileges to a grandparent… of any minor child upon petition to the court by the grandparents… with notice to the (parents)… if the court determines that it is in the best interests and welfare of the child, and may issue any necessary orders to enforce such visitation privileges.”  

In Kentucky www.lfucg.com/grandparents
MO www.outreach.missouri.edu/parentlink
Foundation for Gp. www.grandparenting.org/
Or call Grandparents Rights Of Wisconsin (GROW) at 414-535-1218.
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Meeting of the Minds?

On April 26, I met with John S. Coghlan, Director of Enforcement for the Illinois Department of Professional Regulation.  He is a lawyer, with five children, and had heard of False Memory Syndrome.  Now he has heard much more about it.  I explained in detail how the crime is committed, and that the book “The Courage to Heal” is recommended reading by RM therapists for their patients.  I had him read several of the juicier X-rated parts of the book, and informed him of the orientation and lack of any appropriate qualification on the part of the authors.  He agreed that this was probably not the best kind of therapy.

I informed him that therapists tend to hide their activities behind the laws granting confidentiality to their patients.  He agreed.  I reminded him that a therapist is not required to maintain the patient’s confidentiality when the patient is suing the therapist, but that if the patient is suing her parents, they enjoy no such right.  He said that was unfortunately true.

I asked if the director could appoint a commission to study the problem.  He said that only the governor could do that.  I asked that the director issue a rule, as he is authorized to do under section 15/6(3) of the Illinois Clinical Psychologist Licensing Act, against unscientific therapy.  He said the Director could not make rules unilaterally.  I asked if there was a difference between what is written in the law and procedures actually used.  He said, “Yes”.

He did say that he would entertain complaints on plain paper against therapists who were practicing without a license in violation of the law.  Complaints can also be filed without paper at http://www.dpr.state.il.us/
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Dear Friends:

“Recovered memory therapy” is junk science because the practitioners thereof refuse to acknowledge the fact that with continuing treatment, their clients do not get better.  They get worse!  Any objective or “scientific” therapist would see this and respond appropriately by changing the method of treatment.

Also, isn’t it interesting that, while they demand payment for their services, Therps (therapeutic perpetrators) refuse to accept responsibility for the terrible outcomes of their “healing” art?  Even their professional associations refuse to hold them accountable.  If you don’t believe that, file an ethics complaint with the American (or any state) Psychiatric (or Psychological) Association against one of their members.  “Hooray” for the good old boy (girl) networks!  And this will not change until enough people get angry enough and active enough to make it change.  Shall we?
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The ACLU has a very capable and useful website at http://www.aclu.org/ where you can find instructions on how to write an effective letter to the editor, write your legislators, or prepare and visit a legislator.  As you might imagine, the ACLU is very well organized and actively supports the little people, even Republicans.

The French language False Memory Web site is born: FMS-FRANCE (Fausse Mémoire et faux Souvenirs).  The address is http://www.francefms.com/.  Please pass this information on to your Francophone friends and direct all inquiries and information to: Jean Claude Larue at 
ajc-larue@wanadoo.fr
Please pass your copy of IMPACT (paper or email) along to friends, relatives, and acquaintances.  Everyone must know of the crime of “recovered memory therapy”.
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Sincerely,
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David P. Hunter

2511 Bedford Drive

Champaign, IL 61820

217-359-2190

d9it@aol.com
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