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ZIMM Zaps

Zany Zealots
Church counselors have devastated many families by implanting false memories, yet are exempt from any requirement for licensing or proof of qualification.  Some FMS parents have written church leaders asking that they prohibit “recovered memory therapy” within their jurisdictions.  While these letters have generally gone unanswered, there is some evidence that, in a few cases, the practice has been moderated.  The lack of overt response by church leaders to our pleas has discouraged many parents from even addressing churches on the subject, but one courageous and determined FMS parent in Illinois is taking action.  She writes:

What I would like to do is to start sending information to church leaders.... maybe beginning in the Chicago land area.   Perhaps it should have a cover letter, and then a follow-up call with the hope that an appointment could be set up for a meeting.  I do not wish to see this project die.  I would only have time to send a few each week, but I will be dedicated and consistent about sending information out.

I do not expect to get a lot of responses but at least the material will have crossed their paths.... God will have to do the rest.  I am sure that you have sent out material that has done good that you will never know about.  And that's all right, isn't it?  I called, sent material, etc. for years to Evanston Hospital and NEVER got responses, but was told by (someone in the know) to be assured that the practice had stopped.

There has always been negative input destined to make us feel hopeless, but chipping away (FMS et. al.) over the years has worked small miracles.

When I did go public (Northwestern.... The Herald and Sun Times) I did it knowing that I was taking a chance on losing my daughter completely.  She had previously told me that if I spoke to the media I would never see her again.  And it was shortly after the Northwestern article came out that she left.  I am telling you this to explain that when I was silent it was for that reason.  I put 100% of myself in trying to get my daughter out of RMT.─

Mattie Zimmerman MATTIEZIMM@aol.com
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Let us all work to combat superstition and ignorance wherever we find it.  Let’s not remain silent when erroneous ideas are expressed.  Even if the speaker refuses to acknowledge and accept our point of view, it will have made some impact and will not be immediately forgotten.  Often, it will cause the speaker to quietly check his references later.

They say, “Silence is assent.”  That means if we say nothing in response to a wrong idea, we agree with it, and that is NOT the impression we want to leave.

If a therapist says, “You’re in denial,” the answer is “No, YOU are in denial.  The American Medical Association, the American Psychological and Psychiatric Associations, state and even foreign associations have spoken out against recovered memory therapy, yet you deny the truth because you make money with your denial.  When are you going to wake up and admit to the horrendous suffering you have caused?”

If she says that you just don’t understand these things, and that she had studied them, you might reply, “The American Psychiatric Association disagrees with you, Are your credentials better than theirs?”
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Dear Friends,

In our collective effort to awaken people to the furtive horror that has devastated us and threatens them, do you think it might be worthwhile to forward IMPACT to your relatives, friends and neighbors?  It is always a little astonishing and a bit discouraging to find that the majority of people have no knowledge whatever of FMS, or that they, too, could lose a grown child forever and before they even knew it.

If you receive IMPACT by mail, you might give your copy to a different person every month.  If your copy comes by email, how about forwarding it to those in your address book?  Then work on building your address book.  Wouldn’t it be terrible if you had not shared this information with a friend or relative who later lost all contact with a grown daughter?

In Illinois the following individuals' CLINICAL PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR licenses were placed in refuse to renew status after defaulting on Illinois Student Assistance loans:


Cathy A. Hughes, Forest Park
180-001507


Timothy M. Jenkins, Homewood
180-003704


Melissa J. Wilhelm, Chicago
180-003441


Kevin C. Whitson, Naperville - PSYCHOLOGIST license (071-005 825) fined $ 1,000 for representing himself as a clinical psychologist prior to obtaining an Illinois license.

Cheryl Newsome, Chicago - ordered to pay a civil penalty of $300 for the UNLICENSED practice of social work.

Every month, notice of all cases of discipline of professional licensees in Illinois is posted at www.dpr.state.il.us
If you don’t have a computer and can’t afford a new one, consider this:

“I love the Web TV.  First of all, the screen is larger (than a computer screen) and easier to see.  Second, it uses words, not symbols, and it is easier to figure out what to do.  Third it is easier to cart around.  We just take the little black box & portable keyboard with us to Florida, hook it up to any TV and phone line and we are all set.  The Web TV costs between $100 and $200 depending on how fancy and whether it is on sale or not.  I have talked several of my friends into it and they are all happy.  It is less than $20 per month, cheaper than AOL or MSN. You can also get the Internet on it.” – Carole Koscielny cdk77@webtv.net
Or you might find a used computer for about that price and also be able to write letters with it.
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Sincerely,

David P. Hunter

2511 Bedford Drive

Champaign, IL 61820

d9it@aol.com
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PS Last March 13th I taught a 75-minute session on FMS to a psychology class at Wabash College in Crawfordsville, Indiana.  The students were polite and attentive and asked intelligent questions.  The professor was remarkably well informed and sympathetic to our situation.  Our meeting was arranged with the help of Barb Skees who also lives in Indiana.








