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In The Past Thirty Days

One of our members in Arkansas has produced a remarkable CD containing hundreds of files; texts, pictures of people and sound recordings of FMS presentations.  This is truly a phenomenal resource.  I will make a copy of it for anyone who wants one.

An Illinois member has significantly improved and streamlined her FMS family prayerchain.

Another Illinois family prints, folds, inserts, labels, and mails this newsletter every month, for which we are very grateful.

I have:

1. Counseled with a South Carolina father in regard to improving communications with his accusing daughter.

2. Identified a diploma mill offering degrees in UFOlogy, Exorcisms, Dreams, and many more, including even a Ph.D. in Psychology and ordination as a minister.  I am taking steps to try and get this site shut down.

3. Been contacted by a retractor in Iowa who found me on the “Retractor’s Home Page” and am talking with her in regard to action she may take against her ex-therapist.

4. Attended another meeting of the Illinois Marriage and Family Therapy Licensing and Disciplinary Board where I explained to other board members the need for therapy to be based on science, and voted against the approval of an institution offering continuing education courses for therapists as long as John Bradshaw was to be one of their speakers.

5. Emailed an excellent article on Informed Consent by the American Journal of Psychiatry to all members of the Marriage & Family Therapy Licensing Board.

6. Acquired several new readers for IMPACT.

7. Spent one evening riding in a squad car with a Champaign policeman in an attempt to obtain current information on a runaway daughter.

[image: image3.wmf]8. Given two Internet websites authority to display our IMPACT Newsletters.  More on this later.

9. Printed more “Stop the Rape of Women’s Minds” brochures and placed them in a local library.

10. Met with the radio station Manager for WDWS 1400AM in Champaign to arrange a thorough airing of the danger to and the destruction of families by Recovered Memory Therapists.  Our program is set to air at 9:00 AM on 8 February 2001.  While this station covers East central Illinois very well, it does not have the reach of some of the Chicago stations.

11. Published this IMPACT Newsletter.

In the past 30 days I have not written to my accusing daughter and I should have done so.
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Good News

Another Illinois member wrote recently to tell us that, after a long and anxious wait, their non-accusing daughter had had a very successful kidney transplant. Marvelous!
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Some time ago I wrote to you about having made a presentation to FMS parents in St. Louis at which meeting we met a lady whose husband had passed away the night before and she had come anyway.  Last week we received a card from this Missouri member telling us that she is marrying a retired engineer.  Wonderful!
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Bad News

Not all letters are cheerful.  Two mentioned that their accusing daughters had either not softened their stance or had stopped all contact.
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A couple weeks ago a member asked me whether I got any flack from readers.  That question had not even occurred to me, so I had to think about it for a moment. The answer is that I have had no flack.  I have had two members ask me to remove their names from our mailing list, but my feeling is that their situation is so painful to them that our newsletter only reminds them of what they have lost.  The great majority of responses I receive are very complimentary – thank goodness!
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Dear Friends:
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We have a great national problem with the easy availability of the book The Courage to Heal displayed in almost every bookstore in the country.  Read what retractors say: 

 “I was deceived by an evil book called The Courage to Heal. This book will tell you that if you have any number of symptoms, it means you were abused and molested even if you don't remember it.”  - Retractor, "The Truth Set Me Free," in True Stories of False Memories 

“I think that the authors of such misleading books like The Courage to Heal owe the public an apology for the hoax they are perpetrating with their misinformation about ‘repressed memories.’” - Melody Gavigan, retractor, in True Stories of False Memories (p. 283)

“There is no doubt that one of the most crippling steps I took in therapy was reading The Courage to Heal.  The book masterfully primed me for fabrication.” - retractor in True Stories of False Memories (p. 249)


“My therapist (said) ‘Emily, I'm convinced you were sexually abused as a child.  You need to just believe it and start working through this book.’  That being said, she handed me her copy of The Courage to Heal and thus, I began the most bizarre and frightening experience of my life.” - retractor, in True Stories of False Memories (p. 235)

“Reading The Courage to Heal mentally immobilized me.  I lost touch with reality and was dangerously coerced into a trap.  Any valid doubts I had about my past were belittled…  It didn't take me long to fall back into the depths of hopelessness.” - retractor in True Stories of False Memories (p. 244)

For additional information about The Courage to Heal, visit http://www.stopbadtherapy.com
In order to reduce this problem, first buy a copy of True Stories of False Memories from your bookstore.  It should cost under $20 and you ought to have it in your inventory anyway.  Then, ask to speak with the storeowner.  If he won’t see you, let his staff know that you will picket his store until he does meet with you and that you will call the TV station to let them know that you will be picketing.  When you get his attention, tell him how The Courage to Heal is destroying families.  Show him the retractor reviews above, have him read a few juicy passages you have selected from his copy of The Courage to Heal, and ask him to remove it from display.  If he will not do that, then ask him to display your True Stories of False Memories alongside it.  If it sells, he can give you another one.  If it doesn’t he’s not out anything.  If he refuses this modest request, get a few friends to join you and picket as soon as the weather is favorable.  You can hand out some free FMSF Memories brochures while doing so.  Call the FMS Foundation at 800-568-8882 to get them.


If we’re not part of the solution, we’re part of the problem.  For our children’s sake, let’s do something!  Sincerely,

David P. Hunter

2511 Bedford Drive

Champaign, IL 61820

217-358-2190

D9it@aol.com
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