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Our Greatest Weakness

"Recovered Memory" (RM) therapists are trained in what they do. They do it for a living. They attend classes and seminars and teach each other how to capture our daughters. They advertise for new clients. Some even have "bird dogs" working to bring our children to them. In short, they are organized for business.
But psychology is not our game. While we may "belong" to one or another of the FMS organizations, we don't work at it. We are also put at a severe disadvantage by our reluctance to let anybody find out what someone thinks we did.
Most people may have seen a television talk show or news program about FMS and thought "Gee, that's awful," but their mental involvement probably went no further. It is highly doubtful that they have read any of the truly great books on FMS. And since the RM therapists don't tell people what they're doing to us, almost nobody knows. Hence, our greatest problem: We are nearly INVISIBLE.
If courts will not hear our complaints "because we are not the patient," and legislators are not eager to go up against the lobbyists of the mental health industry, there will be no change unless we make it. Courts follow the law. The law is made by legislators, and legislators do what the people want, if they wish to stay in office. Our need, then, is for every person of voting age to know of this intentional infliction of human misery.
The FMS Foundation has reported that over 20,000 families have reported that someone in their family has developed "memories" and is making false accusations of abuse. If we assume at least two people per family, that's over 40,000 of us that the Foundation knows about. How many families didn't call the Foundation? While there are quite a few RM therapists out there, I seriously doubt that they number anything like 40,000. So I think we can safely assume that we outnumber them.
Our stories are so sad and so terrible that they leave a lasting impression on whomever hears them first hand. With over 40,000 of us, all we have to do is tell our friends, one at a time, how our children were stolen. (Always remember that people believe the first person who tells their side of the story.) Then tell each neighbor, then everybody in your church, anyone who will listen. Tattle on the RM therapists. Let their dirty little secret out. Tell everybody what they have done to our families. People must not be allowed to live in ignorance of the threat that could take their adult children our of their lives forever.

We still know how to gossip, don't we? This is your most powerful weapon in the war against FMS. But you have to pull the trigger.
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What Can You Do?
For an example of what one mother does to fight the plague of FMS, see page 2. Jane Prendergrast is an athlete and an accomplished writer. You need not be either to tell your story to anybody who will listen, but in doing so, you will be helping yourself and every other FMS family.
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Exposé  Of Psychologists

In one of their recent Ohio FMS newsletters, Bob and Carole Koscielny included part of a fabulously well done exposé of the psychology industry by Ted Wendling, a reporter for the Ohio Plain Dealer. This is the best piece of newspaper journalism I have seen. Call the Ohio Plain Dealer at 216-999-4800 and ask for a reprint of the 3 part series titled "When Psychologists 

Cross the Line."
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  RMT trains you: Curse others!

  Lie ‘bout your sisters and brothers!

  ‘Bout your folks too,

  then try and sue!

  Dishonor your fathers and mothers! —Denise
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A Ramble On…


…Theories  and  Ideas that…
Jane Prendergrast
well, just didn't work. They seemed logical...books were published about them, magazine articles were written explaining them to people who don't read books, and talk show hosts pontificated about them in front of people who don't read at all. Some were harmless and some devastated families and individuals. All of them were wrong.

Remember the schizophrenogenic mother? She was too diffident and cold, and didn't hold her babies right, and that's why they freaked out in their early twenties and heard voices that weren't there. What incredible cruelty to tell the mother of a desperately ill son or daughter that their condition was her fault!
We require new drugs to pass tests of safety and effectiveness before they are tried on vast numbers of people, but there are no such tests for fashionable therapies. America is just beginning to awaken from the nightmare of recovered memory therapy. Unhappy and can't figure out why? You must have been molested as a child (and you forgot), or perhaps abused by all those Satanists in your family.
There were always a few things wrong with the theory. Child molesters have a high recidivism rate...they tend, on average, to keep doing what they do. It seems improbable that they'd molest once and not again. Then there were those unfortunate clients, truly incest victims, who remembered most clearly. Why didn't they forget? And what about those Satanists? Nobody ever said anything like: "Well, I used to do that black mass stuff, and, yeah, we ate a few babies, but it got boring, and now I'm into nude volleyball." Satanism can't be that much fun. SOMEBODY must have quit and talked about it.
Other writers claim that "excessive" emotional closeness of parent and child constitutes covert or emotional incest. Should a teenager approach his mother or father for guidance about his sex life - and the parent not recoil in horror from the subject - incest would lurk beneath the couch on which they sat. Discreetly placing a marriage manual on the reference shelf is also incest; better to leave the whole subject to the school professionals. Cooking a meal together with a child is "spousifying" - only a step from incest if not the thing itself. Of course, according to the theory, a victim of covert incest needs protracted therapy, as well as separation from the abusing parents.

What happens to the client, who came seeking relief from pain and "learned" that his pain was a result of toxic parenting or covert incest or some other nastiness for which he/she was not responsible? What of the client's depression, which might be helped by medication - except that the therapist says it would be "bad" and totally unnecessary, since all that's really needed is the courage to heal (and years of therapy)? What of the problems in love and work relationships that might be resolved by concentration on the "now" instead of "way back then?" And how much does it cost the client to cut loose from family support?

David P. Hunter 
2511 Bedford Drive 
Champaign, IL 61820
217-359-2190 
                                                                                                               

Jane Prendergrast is a professional writer whose alienated daughter accuses her of "emotional incest." I regret that her article had to be  condensed to fit within the space available.  For the full text, visit the world wide web at
www.angelfire.com/ny/arts4all/ramblings.html
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